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The stockade consisted of vertical timber posts at about four feet interval,
and ten or eleven feet high, fixed firmly in the ground. On the outside was
fixed bamboo matting to a height of six feet, horizontal intervals being left
for split bamboo spikes, which were fixed afterwards. This bamboo matting
was made by interlacing partially split female bamboos with smaller bamboo
uprights. The bamboos were first cut one side lengthwise and then flattened
out.

The matting was then fastened to the outside of the timber uprights,
the top of it being about six feet from the ground. Above this height lengths
of split bamboo were woven at irregular intervals, the tops of the vertical
bamboos being pointed.

The matting having been tied on to the vertical timbers by strips of
rattan, or skin of the green bamboo, the next operation was the fixing of the
horizontal bamboos, which served the double purpose of strengthening the
frame-work, and were also necessary for the attachment of the split bamboo
spikes. The spikes were seven feet lengths of split female bamboo, pointed
at both ends. They were wound round the inner of the two horizontal bam-
boos, and one end passed to the front above, and the other end under, the
outer horizontal bamboo.

The spikes were very strongly woven round the inside horizontal bam-
boos, and outside to the front they interlaced thickly and increased greatly
the efficiency of the stockade as an obstacle. Such a stockade could not be
rushed, and scaling ladders placed on it would sink down till they rested
on the upper horizontal bamboos, and the spikes would stick through between
the rungs. There being, of course, a berm to form on, if men even got a foot-
ing on the bamboos of the matting they would still have a drop of six feet
inside the stockade before they could fix bayonets. Outside the stockade,
a distance of from eight to ten feet, was a bamboo fence of about the same
height. This had first to be removed by cutting through the uprights and
then forcing it down, the stockade itself then had to be forced, and this could
only be done by burning a portion of it to effect an entrance. Some bundles
of straw soaked in kerosine, thrown against the spikes and ignited, were the
most rapid means for doing this.